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A GUIDE TO THE SUBMISSION OF RECORDS 

Why submit records?

One of the chief aims of the Society is the furtherance of bird study in the county. To this end we publish Bird Notes in our monthly Bulletin and in the Annual Report. We need information from as many observers as possible - we cannot receive too much, although some records are more useful than others. These notes are intended to help observers decide what to submit and how to go about it.

     Remember:     See it...............Record it..................Send it in!

What should I submit?

This is not an easy question to answer in a few words. As a guide, we recommend perusal of the latest Derbyshire Bird Report. Notes later in this guide will give you more detailed advice, but as a rough guide we recommend that you submit:

· records which help determine the status of common birds

· records of rare birds

· records of birds exhibiting unusual or interesting behaviour

· records of uncommon birds found breeding or showing signs of territorial behaviour

· records of birds in, or breeding in, unusual locations or situations

· records of birds found out of season or away from normal habitat

· records of early or late migrants: first and last dates are of particular interest

If you see a rare bird (see the list later in this guide) you will also need to submit a Rare Bird Report to the Rare Birds Recorder.

	Observer (s)

D A Richardson

Membership Ref No:

R2
	Species

Green Woodpecker



	
	EURING No: 0856

	Date
	Location
	Grid Ref
	Comments

	6/4/93
	Willington GP
	2827
	Calling loudly

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


               Example of a completed record slip

Records should be submitted on the special Slips, a small stock of which will have been sent to you when you joined the Society. A further supply can be obtained with your next Bulletin if you request some from the DISTRIBUTION team who is listed at the bottom of the Contacts Sheet.

Slips (in Voous order, same as the Checklist of Species) must be returned to the Bird Notes Editor by the 3rd of each month.

Further information can be found later in this guide. If you want your records to appear in the Bulletin, don't forget to send them in on time.

What happens to the records?

The Bird Notes Editor uses the record slips to compile the Monthly Bird Notes, and then passes them to the Computer inputters for building the database. You will not have your slips returned to you. Please write new ones for subsequent months.
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Breeding Species

If any of the species listed below are found breeding or showing signs of territorial behaviour, please notify one of the Joint Recorders (addresses and phone numbers are on the CONTACTS Sheet). It is better to phone as soon as possible.

	Black-necked Grebe
	Hobby
	Woodlark
	Hooded Crow

	Barnacle Goose
	Peregrine
	Any unusual race of Yellow Wagtail
	Raven

	Wigeon
	Black Grouse
	Nightingale
	Brambling

	Garganey
	Golden Pheasant
	Stonechat
	Twite

	Pochard
	Corncrake
	Black Redstart
	Crossbill

	Hen Harrier
	Spotted Crake
	Fieldfare
	Parrot Crossbill

	Goshawk
	Woodcock
	Redwing
	

	Buzzard
	Black Tern
	Firecrest
	

	Merlin
	Barn Owl
	Golden Oriole
	

	
	
	
	


The following list contains birds in which we are particularly interested because they are scarce breeders or because their status is changing. Please send in details of every pair or sight-record during the breeding season. Some additional notes about the habitat would increase the usefulness of the record.

	Little Grebe
	Quail
	Nightjar

	Great Crested Grebe
	Water Rail
	Kingfisher

	Grey Heron
	Oystercatcher
	all Woodpeckers

	Mute Swan
	Little Ringed Plover
	Grey Wagtail

	Greylag Goose
	Ringed Plover
	Dipper

	Shelduck
	Golden Plover
	Whinchat

	Wood Duck
	Dunlin
	Wheatear

	Mandarin
	Snipe
	Ring Ousel

	Gadwall
	Woodcock
	Grasshopper Warbler

	Teal
	Curlew
	Reed Warbler

	Shoveler
	Redshank
	Lesser Whitethroat

	Tufted Duck
	Common Sandpiper
	Wood Warbler

	Red-breasted Merganser
	Black-headed Gull
	Pied Flycatcher

	Goosander
	Common Tern
	Nuthatch

	Sparrowhawk
	Turtle Dove
	Siskin

	Kestrel
	Little Owl
	Hawfinch

	Red-legged Partridge
	Long-eared Owl
	Corn Bunting

	Grey Partridge
	Short-eared Owl
	


Rare Species

If you think that you have found an usual bird and would like it confirmed, the Recorders will usually be pleased to give assistance and advice (for phone numbers see the Contacts Sheet). The onus is very much on the observer to supply the information on such sightings. The Recorders will not generally request such information as it is too expensive in postage/phone calls to chase details. This extract from the latest Annual Report gives some guidance and you should comply with the instructions given.

RECORDS REQUIRING SPECIAL CONSIDERATION

In an effort to ensure the accuracy of all records of rare species submitted to either the Joint Recorders or to the monthly Bird Notes Compiler, all members are required to give identification details as per the following categories.

Records must be supported by a full description for consideration by the Rarities Sub-committee on a special form which will be supplied by the Society. No records of species can be accepted for publication in the Annual Report without full supporting details.

1.  Any National Rarity as defined by the British Birds Rarities Committee (see British Birds No.67:pages 347-348. Also see No.75:page 338, No.80:pages 421-423, No.83:pages 411-412, No.86:pages 415-416 and No.92:pages 113-114 for recent removals from and additions to the list).

Special Rarity Forms exist for this category and can be supplied by the Joint Recorders on request. This Society's Rarities Sub-committee does not make any decision on species in this category and accepts any decisions of the National Committee.

Page 2 of 4

2.  Any species not recorded in the county since 1954 and therefore not listed in the current Derbyshire Bird Report.

3.  The following species which are on the Society's List:

Red-throated Diver  Black-throated Diver  Great Northern Diver  Red‑necked Grebe  Slavonian Grebe  Black-necked Grebe  Fulmar  Manx Shearwater  Storm Petrel  Leach's Petrel  Gannet  Bittern  Night Heron  Little Egret  Purple Heron  White Stork  Spoonbill  Bean Goose  Snow Goose  Green-winged Teal  Ring-necked Duck  Eider  Long-tailed Duck  Velvet Scoter  Honey Buzzard  Montagu's Harrier  Goshawk(away from known localities)  Rough-legged Buzzard  Golden Eagle  Black Grouse  Quail(if silent)  Golden Pheasant(female)  Spotted Crake  Corncrake  Crane  Avocet  Stone Curlew  Kentish Plover  Dotterel  Temminck's Stint  Pectoral Sandpiper  Purple Sandpiper  Red‑necked Phalarope  Grey Phalarope  Pomarine Skua  Arctic Skua  Long‑tailed Skua  Great Skua  Sabine's Gull  Ring-billed Gull  Roseate Tern  Razorbill  Little Auk  Puffin  Bee‑eater  Hoopoe  Wryneck  Woodlark  Shorelark  Richard's Pipit  Nightingale  Bluethroat  Black Redstart (female/immature)  Aquatic Warbler  Marsh Warbler  Yellow-browed Warbler  Firecrest  Bearded Tit  Golden Oriole  Red‑backed Shrike  Woodchat Shrike  Raven(in south)  Rose-coloured Starling  Common(Mealy) Redpoll  Twite(away from known areas)  Lapland Bunting  Snow Bunting  Cirl Bunting  Little Bunting.

4.  All races or sub-species: eg Scandinavian Lesser Black-backed Gull  Greenland Wheatear  White Wagtail  Yellow Wagtail (except flavissima).

5.  Species seen out of season or away from normal habitat: eg Fieldfare in mid-summer. Any migrant seen 14 or more days before earliest date or after latest date.

6.  The Joint Recorders still reserve the right to ask for full details of any other species seen in the county and not covered by the species and circumstances outlined in the above categories 1-5.

Examples
Breeding Records:

It is not necessary to record every date on which birds were seen. A typical record might be:

Little Ringed Plover, Staveley: a pair on colliery waste tip, 9 April to 1 July.  Nest and four eggs found 7 May. Three hatched and two young thought to have fledged.

Commoner Breeding Species

For these species details of populations, whether exact or estimated, and type of habitat are useful. A record such as:

Turtle Dove, Shirebrook, three "purring" in a 25 acre oakwood, 15 June

is infinitely more useful than:

Shirebrook, three 15 June.

Linear transects can be valuable, especially when habitat lends itself to this.  For example:

Moorhen, 18 seen on 5km walk along R Doe Lea from Hardwick to Buck Bridge, Palterton, 27 May

or:

Willow Warbler, 32 singing birds heard on 5km walk along disused railway, Monsal Dale station to Chee Dale tunnel, 10 May.

Such exact accounts are very useful, but less precise assessments of changing status such as:

More around this year than any other year since 1968

may not be worth much on their own, but may become significant if several other observers submit similar records.

Song

Records of first and last song are useful.

Nests

If you find several nests of a common bird it would be useful to know the timing of breeding:

Blackbird, Scarcliffe, most nests had full clutches of eggs by 10 April

Similarly details of clutch sizes:

Average of 17 full clutches found was 4.4 eggs

Give details of any unusual nest sites, mortality, etc..

Please remember that you NEED AN ENGLISH NATURE LICENCE to examine the nests of certain species.

Birds seen outside the breeding season

For species which are fairly common, common or abundant do not report everyday occurances unless there is something unusual about them, for example a strange locality. However, give details of any counts made; these can often be summarised thus:

Mallard. Ogston Res, 385 on 1 Jan declining to c260 by 20 Feb and 88 on 3 April

or

Fieldfare, Big Moor, c50 in Jan increasing to c200 in Feb and c500 by 8 April.

Many common species are recorded on visual passage, especially in the autumn. Among the most obvious are are Skylark, thrushes, finches, pipits and gulls.  Some species move in response to hard weather, eg. Lapwing, Golden Plover, Skylark and winter thrushes. With records of bird movements, give the locality, time of observation, weather data and numbers involved, eg.

Meadow Pipit, North Wingfield, 74 flew S between 06-30 and 08-15, 10 Oct.  Cloudy, moderate SW wind.

or

Lapwing, Church Wilne Res, total of c700 flew SW in flocks, 09-00 to 10-15 18 Jan.  Sunny after heavy overnight snow, strong NW wind.

Certain species form large communal roosts, especially in winter. Such birds include pigeons, corvids, gulls, thrushes, wagtails, finches and buntings.  Give details of date, numbers and habitat (unless a well known site), eg.

Brambling, Holmesfield, c330 roosting in rhododendrons, 30 Dec.

Migrants

For both summer and winter visitors give details of first arrival, main arrival, main departure and last sightings, eg.

Swift, Clay Cross, two on 29 April.  Most arrived 8-10 May, when large numbers were chasing and scraming over the town.  Most departed in early August, with very few in second half of the month.  Last, a lone bird 4 Sept.

The Unusual

For all breeding and non-breeding birds report anything unusual or interesting.  Examples would include strange plumages, such as albinism or melanism, unususal localities or habitat, strange nest sites, unusual behaviour, etc..  If it interests you it is likely that it interests us too.  It would help if you gave a reason for your report, eg:

Long-tailed Tit, Big Moor, one flying S over treeless moorland, 8 Nov. The first I have seen here in 5 years of regular watching.

or

Dunnock, Chaddesden, 5 Oct, one seen flying around at 100ft, strange behaviour for a normally sedentary bird.

Who can help me?

If you require help in identifying a bird you have seen, or advice on whether to submit a record, please contact one of the following:

Roy Frost

Rare Breeding Birds Recorder

01246 850037  mobile 07932 793 966

Rodney Key

Rare Birds Recorder


01332 678571

Richard James

Recorder



01332 771787

Mick Lacey






01246 557962

Andrew Hattersley





01246 230522

Tom Cockburn






01283 217146

Kevin Gould






01246 261383 mobile 07901 802 316

Eddie Walker






01773 825543

Dave Richardson






01332 514979

Malcolm Hopton






01332 511427
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