Derbyshire Ornithological Society


	The 2014-2015 Fieldtrip Programme

	Date
	Location
	Leader and Information

	Wednesday

10 December 2014
	Albert Village Lake
	Rod Key - meet at 12:30 for an afternoon trip gull watching. Albert Village Lake, which lies just over the Derbyshire border in NW Leicestershire, has now become a prime site for watching Gulls at close range. With a large landfill site very close to the lake and Foremark Reservoir within about 5 miles to roost on at night, this place has become a magnet for Gulls and an increasing number of Bird Watchers who spend a lot of time grilling this family of birds. Albert Village Lake has attracted at least 10 species of Gulls and provides an excellent opportunity to study these birds. All 5 common species can be seen in very good numbers whilst Yellow-legged Gulls and Caspian Gulls are fairly regular from November onwards. Later on in the winter Glaucous and Iceland Gulls are a possibility, Mediterranean Gulls are also seen in the throng of loafing Gulls at times. This season, we are running two mid-week trips here, the first on Wednesday 4th December is mainly to see the 5 common species plus hopefully to find both Yellow-legged and Caspian Gulls. The second trip on Wednesday 23rd January 2014 will be aiming to find Glaucous, Iceland and possibly Mediterranean Gulls which should have hopefully made an appearance here by then. In December 2012 we spent about 2 hours watching the Gulls aon the Lake and saw a total of 7 species including 2 adult Yellow Legged Gulls and 2 Caspian Gulls-an adult and a third winter. Be prepared for cold conditions and there is the additional option if there is nothing amongst the gulls loafing on the Lake to look at the Land Fill Site. Hopefully during the 2 visits we can again see all seven species noted in 2012 and we might even find a Glaucous Gull or a Mediterranean Gull this time. See you there……. Directions from Derby - take the A514 to Swadlincote. In Woodville at the Clock Garage roundabout turn left onto the A511 signposted Leicester. After about 1 mile at a set of traffic lights take the right-hand turn signposted Moira and Albert Village. This is Hepworth Road. At the first roundabout take the second exit. At the next roundabout take the second exit and follow signs for Albert Village. At the third roundabout take the first exit into Occupation Lane. Follow this to the road junction with Main Street/Mushroom Road-the Mushroom Hall public house will be facing you. Go straight across this junction into Occupation Road, drive over 2 traffic calmers and after the second one turn right into a small car park serving the playing fields. Car Park is at Grid Reference – SK 304 182. For further details contact Anita Staley on 01283 567325. If the weather is cold, icy or heavy snow is present, please contact Anita or check the website to ensure these trips are taking place. 

	Saturday

10 January 2015
	Linacre Reservoir
	Leo Galante - New for this year. More details later. 

	Saturday

17 January 2015
	Attenborough Nature Reserve, Nottingham
	Richard James - ATTENBOROUGH Nature reserve, please meet at the Visitor Centre on Barton Lane at 9.00am. Attenborough is a complex of flooded gravel pits and islands covers 145 hectares and provides an ideal habitat for a wide range of plants, birds and other wildlife. The nature reserve is designated as a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and is managed by Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust. The area is an important site for winter wildfowl and often holds a high proportion of the County’s shoveler and diving ducks, with larger numbers of mallard, teal, and occasionally wigeon. Scarcer wildfowl such as sawbills and sea ducks are recorded regularly and there is a possibility of seeing Bittern and Kingfisher. At this time of year it is advisable to have plenty of warm clothes and probably Wellingtons or walking boots; and a hot drink is a good idea, although there is a good café on site and toilet facilities. The Reserve is situated 5 miles south-west of Nottingham between Beeston and Long Eaton off the A6005. From Junction 25 of the M1 take the A52 sign-posted to Nottingham. After approximately 1½ miles turn right at the roundabout on the B6003 to Long Eaton and Toton. After a further 1¼ miles turn left at the traffic-lights on the A6005. After ½ mile turn right at the traffic lights through Chilwell Retail Park, continue straight on at the roundabout on to Barton Lane at the end of which is situated the main car park (SK516340). After this part of the trip, Richard may direct you to the area of Long Eaton GP he thinks best on that day, according to what birds have been seen there earlier. If the weather has been very cold and icy in the days preceding this trip please ring to ensure the trip is running. We had to cancel in 2010 due to the severe weather at the time. 

	Wednesday

21 Janaury 2015
	Albert Village Lake
	Rod Key - meet at 12:30 for an another afternoon trip gull watching. Meet at 12:30 for an afternoon trip gull watching. Albert Village Lake, which lies just over the Derbyshire border in NW Leicestershire, has now become a prime site for watching Gulls at close range. With a large landfill site very close to the lake and Foremark Reservoir within about 5 miles to roost on at night, this place has become a magnet for Gulls and an increasing number of Bird Watchers who spend a lot of time grilling this family of birds. Albert Village Lake has attracted at least 10 species of Gulls and provides an excellent opportunity to study these birds. All 5 common species can be seen in very good numbers whilst Yellow-legged Gulls and Caspian Gulls are fairly regular from November onwards. Later on in the winter Glaucous and Iceland Gulls are a possibility, Mediterranean Gulls are also seen in the throng of loafing Gulls at times. This season, we are running two mid-week trips here, the first on Wednesday 4th December is mainly to see the 5 common species plus hopefully to find both Yellow-legged and Caspian Gulls. The second trip on Wednesday 23rd January 2014 will be aiming to find Glaucous, Iceland and possibly Mediterranean Gulls which should have hopefully made an appearance here by then. In December 2012 we spent about 2 hours watching the Gulls aon the Lake and saw a total of 7 species including 2 adult Yellow Legged Gulls and 2 Caspian Gulls-an adult and a third winter. Be prepared for cold conditions and there is the additional option if there is nothing amongst the gulls loafing on the Lake to look at the Land Fill Site. Hopefully during the 2 visits we can again see all seven species noted in 2012 and we might even find a Glaucous Gull or a Mediterranean Gull this time. See you there……. Directions from Derby - take the A514 to Swadlincote. In Woodville at the Clock Garage roundabout turn left onto the A511 signposted Leicester. After about 1 mile at a set of traffic lights take the right-hand turn signposted Moira and Albert Village. This is Hepworth Road. At the first roundabout take the second exit. At the next roundabout take the second exit and follow signs for Albert Village. At the third roundabout take the first exit into Occupation Lane. Follow this to the road junction with Main Street/Mushroom Road-the Mushroom Hall public house will be facing you. Go straight across this junction into Occupation Road, drive over 2 traffic calmers and after the second one turn right into a small car park serving the playing fields. Car Park is at Grid Reference – SK 304 182. For further details contact Anita Staley on 01283 567325. If the weather is cold, icy or heavy snow is present, please contact Anita or check the website to ensure these trips are taking place.

	Saturday

7 February 2015
	Drakelow NR
	Tony "Syd" Garton - morning trip meet 09:00 at the gate to the old Drakelow power station (Grid Ref. SK229191) on the minor road between Walton-on-Trent and Stapenhill, near Burton-upon-Trent. Warm clothing and wellingtons essential, especially after rain. Please book with Syd Garton 01283 544870 email tonygarton@sky.com 

	Saturday

28 February 2015
	Foremark Reservoir
	Richard Winspear - morning trip meet 09:00 at the main car park (Grid Ref. SK334244) off the minor road between Milton and Ticknall (please note there is a car parking charge here). Warm clothing required. 

	Saturday

21 March 2015
	Upper Derwentdale
	Andrew Sherwin - annual Goshawk hunting trip. Loads to see but expect it to be cold!

	Saturday

28 March 2015
	Cannock Chase
	Team Staley - Woodlark hunt. Meet at The Marquis Drive Visitor Centre at 08:00. Don’t pay to park as we will move to another venue shortly afterwards. Leave Rugeleysouth west on the A460 towards Cannock and Hednesford.After 3.5 miles turn right into Station Road at Chase Car Sales,towards Pye Green and Stafford.After 150 yards immediatelyafter passing over the railway, turn right on to Brindley Heath Road [it is brown signed Cannock Chase Visitor Centre]. The Visitor Centre is on your right after 1.5miles after the turning. Grid reference SK003151

	Saturday

18 April 2015
	Alvaston Park, River Derwent and Pride Park Sanctuary
	Malcolm Hopton and Dave Richardson - Meet at Alvaston Park Car Park (SK377344) off London Road at 08:30 for a 09:00 start. A new walk this year taking in the river and Pride Park area. A chance to get the spring migrants and visit the famous Sanctuary.

	Saturday

25 April 2015
	THE ANNUAL "STAFFORDSHIRE ROMP" CANNOCK CHASE
	Leaders: BARRIE, ANITA & ELLIOTT STALEY 

Please meet in the Seven Springs Car Park at 0730hrs. This is situated on the A513 between RUGELEY and STAFFORD at Grid Ref SK0020. From the A513 turn left at the minor crossroads a mile after the Wolseley Arms. The entrance has a sign-board and the track leads to the car park after 200-300 yards. 

	Saturday

2 May 2015
	Crowden Reservoir
	Peter Carefoot - The Crowden Caravan and Camp site car park is on the busy Woodhead Road (A628) approximately 6 miles east of Glossop Ref SK 073994, The area is valley moorland with redundant quarries and water collection for Torside reservoir. Here you may see the mountain hare and water vole (if we are lucky). Brockholes Wood Nature Reserve is one of the few remaining areas of natural upland oak with moorland and here there are Tree Pipits, Tree Creepers, Pied Flycatchers, Blackcap, etc. Tawny and Little Owls are resident and Short Eared Owls have been frequent visitors in recent years. Kestrel, Sparrowhawk and Peregrine hunt the valleys and confrontations with the local ravens can be noisy and exciting. Dippers and Grey Wagtails nest along Crowden Brook.The trip will be a ramble over approximately 2 miles and take most of the morning. There are toilets and a tea shop serving tea, coffee and snacks, but not sandwiches. Meet at the campsite car park at 7.30am for a 7.45 start. My mobile number (for use on the day only) is 07702 232518 though reception is poor. For more details please contact me on 01457 23 86 64 E-mail: - petercarefoot@talktalk.net or ANITA STALEY Tel: - 01283 567325 Email: - barrie_staley@o2.co.uk 

	Wednesday

13 May 2015
	Willington GP
	Richard James - This trip is aimed at seeing some of the best of the spring migration in our area, and to see some of the developments at the site in recent times, since it became a Derbyshire Wildlife Trust reserve. Meet in Willington on Meadow Lane at 8am (Grid reference 305280) just off the B5008 before the River Trent as you drive towards Repton. We plan to be out for two to three hours and will probably walk to the canal and visit the gravel pits viewable from the canal bank. We would hope to see some migrating WADERS and TERNS, possibly YELLOW WAGTAIL, SEDGE and REED WARBLERS, and maybe GRASSHOPPER WARBLER. This is an ideal opportunity to brush up on your birdsong identification.

	Sunday

17 May 2015
	Coombes Valley RSPB
	Rosie Hamilton - Meet at the Car Park (SK009533) at 08:30 A visit to this popular Staffordshaire reserve - new for this year.

	Saturday

23 May 2015
	Arnfield Reservoir
	Peter Carefoot - morning trip. Meet at 8 15am for an 8.30am start Arnfield Reservoir and Swallows Wood are located on the edge of Tintwistle Village. From the M1 (from the South) leave at Junction 35A and follow the A616 to Langsett. Take the first exit from the roundabout at Langsett to join the A628, follow this road to Tintwistle. As you leave the village you will see Arnfield Fishery on your right. Turn up Crossgate Lane where you can park (SK 0197). Swallows Wood is a nature reserve north of Arnfield Reservoir bordering farmed moorland. The 60-acre (24ha) reserve, which contains semi-natural woodlands, meadows, ponds and marsh areas, is owned by United Utilities who are responsible for its management. The site was formerly occupied by the Hollingworth and Waste Lodge Reservoirs. These were demolished in 1987, and the nature reserve was installed in their place. The wood is located on the fringes of the Peak District National Park. United Utilities have closed part of the footpath through the woods so this year the walk will take in some pastures through to Arnfield settlement and back to the fishery. Here the shop has toilets for the disabled and refreshments including excellent coffee. Expect a wide variety of bird life attracted by the water with the mixed woodland and moor. Fantastic on a warm spring day! For more details please contact me 01457 23 86 64 E-mail petercarefoot@talktalk.net or ANITA STALEY 

	Saturday

6 June 2015
	Longdendale Trail from Hadfield
	This walk is about 4 miles and will less arduous than last year. Starting at Crowden car park, we will walk through Brockholes Wood and Black Tor before taking the low rise path to Quiet Shepherd Farm, returning to Crowden via the path along Torside Reservoir. The walk is best described as moderate with one up hill pull but mostly on the flat around reservoirs. The walk takes in a wide range of habitat and on a good day in early June there could be: buzzard, kestrel, sparrowhawk, raven and peregrine with possible pied flycatchers, dipper, tree pipits and redstart at Crowden. Over the hills and through the woodlands to the reservoirs could give curlew, lapwing, swift, swallow, house martin, greater spotted woodpecker, red grouse, crossbill, tits, finches, siskin, redpoll, grey wagtail, jays, song and mistle thrush. Along the waterside perhaps cormorant, heron, common sandpiper and oystercatchers. This year the Crowden area is a bit of a hot spot for Ring Ouzels. Meet at 8.00am for an 8.15 start at the Crowden Caravan and Camp site car park is on the busy Woodhead Road (A628) approximately 6 miles east of Glossop Ref SK 073994 at. There are toilets and refreshments at Crowden but nothing else along the way, so bring your own sandwiches for a picnic lunch. Peter's mobile number is 07702 232518 though reception is poor for this area. Paul Leatherland from DCC Economy, Transport and Environment Dept. will lead this walk as he did last year. 

	End of June 2015 - date TBD
	Pleasely Pit
	Molly and Derek Beech - A trip to see summer butterflies and dragonflies. A local expert will be on hand to help with identification and show you around this interesting area. Afterwards the café will be open for tea, coffee and bacon cobs it is highly recommended. Meet at 9-30am in the pit car park, right in front of the pit buildings. The site is situated on the A617 between Junction 29 of the M1 and Mansfield. On the A617 travel through Glapwell towards Mansfield and after a couple of miles, at the roundabout take the fourth exit and within 50-60 yards turn right into Pit Lane, continue up Pit Lane and through the barrier which will be lifted ready for our arrival. The car park is on the left at the end of the road. Grid Ref of entrance SK 498643 


For the meeting times, exact locations and joining details please consult the forthcoming bulletins or contact Anita Staley on 01283 567325.

Please be aware of the weather conditions and dress accordingly, strong footwear is recommended.

